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Successful  Operations  Performed  on  Many  of  the 
Children  in  School  for  the  Blind 

Work  Started  in  1931  Continued  this  year,  Over  One  Hundred  Operations  Performed 
By  Dr.  J.  E.  Blaydes,  Lions  Clubs  Pay  Transportation 

By  W.  S.  Dodrill 


It  is  remembered  that  Thomas  Jefferson 
desired  to  have  inscribed  upon  his  tomb 
not  the  offices  that  he  had  held  but  a  list 
of  the  things  he  had  done.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  the  West  Virginia  Schools  for 
the  Deaf  and  the  Blind ;  Dr.  J.  E.  Blaydes, 
eye  specialist  of  Bluefield;  ajnd  the  Lions 
Clubs  of  West  Virginia,  Could  wish,  no  mat- 
ter what  other  great  things  they  have  done, 
to  have  written  upon  their  tombs  that  they 
were  friends  to  blind  children;  that  they 
were,  above  all,  instrumental  in  giving 
sight  to  many  of  them  who,  otherwise, 
would  have  gone  through  life  in  physical 
darkness.  For  these  blind  children,  dark- 
ness was  changed  to  light,  gloom  to  hap- 
piness, despair  to  hope,  and  many  of 
these  children  look  to  the  future  with  a 
new  and  better  prospective,  because  they 
are  'no  longer  handicapped  by  blindness. 

The  possibility  of  restoring  sight  to  many 
of  our  blind  children  was  discovered  by 
Dr.  Blaydes  when  he  examined  all  the 
students  in  the  School  for  the  Blind  in 
December,  1930.  That  was  a  natal  day 
for  better  things  for  the  blind.  In  his  re- 
port Dr.  Blaydes  stated  that  among  the 
114  blind  he  had  examined,  11  could  be 
given  normal  vision,  eight  could  be  given 
good  work  vision,  seven  could  be  given  fair 
work  vision,  and  six  could  be  given  travel 
vision  or  enough  to  go  from  place  to  place 
and  earn  a  living.  There  was  a  total  of 
32  who  could  be  helped  by  surgery. 

This  report  was  a  revelation  to  Supt. 
DeBerry  and  his  staff  of  teachers.  It  was 
astounding.  Something  had  to  be  done. 
It  was  not  fair  to  let  these  children  go 
through  life  in  darkness  if  it  could  be  pre- 
vented. Money  was  the  chief  and  only 
obstacle.  Efforts  were  made  in  vain  to  the 
Legislature    for    an    appropiation.  Dr. 


Blaydes  had  very  generously  agreed  at  the 
first  to  perform  the  surgical  work  gratis 
which  was  a  marvelous  contribution,  and 
was  the  first  step  toward  success.  Trans- 
portation and  hospitalization  had  to  be 
paid.  Mr.  DeBerry  started,  the  work  not 
knowing  where  the  money  was  to  come 
from.  He  said  he  would  pay  for  the  work 
out  of  his  own  funds  rather  than  see  these 
children  miss  this  wonderful  opportunity. 
But  the  Lions  Clubs  of  West  Virginia, 
through  the  initiative  of  the  Romney  Lions 
Club,  whose  president  at  that  time  was 
Dr.  W.  R.  Kiser,  came  to  the  rescue  and 
promised  to  supply  the  funds. 

Many  will  be  anxious  to  know  whether 
or  not  Dr.  Blaydes  did  what  he  said  he 
could  do.  With  the  exception  of  two  cases, 
(one  at  the  time  of  examination  was  pro- 
blematical) he  did  as  much,  and  in  some 
cases  more,  than  he  said  he  could  do. 

The  work  performed  by  this  kind  heart- 
ed surgeon  was  enormous.  I  kept  no  re- 
cord of  the  exact  number  of  operations 
but  he  performed  more  than  one  hundred. 
As  for  the  reward  he  received  I  shall  quote 
his  own  words  from  a  speech  delivered  at 
a  banquet  to  the  Lions  Clubs  of  West  Vir- 
ginia at  Parkersburg,  May  26,  1932 : 

******  The  joy  of  seeing  the  faces 
of  these  little  children  brighten,  and  hear- 
ing their  expressions  of  happiness  and  grati- 
tude has  repaid  me  a  thousand  fold." 

These  children  individually  have  asked 
me  to  express  to  Dr.  Blaydes  their  heart- 
felt gratitude  and  their  sincere  thanks  for 
his  outstanding  skill  in  restoring  their  vi- 
sio|n,  and  for  making  it  possible  for  them 
to  enjoy  life  "more  abundantly."  They 
have,  also,  requested  me  to  express  their 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  Mr.  DeBerry, 
who  engineered  the  project,  and  to  the 
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Lions  of  West  Virginia  for  their  contribu- 
tion in  the  way  of  mo|ney  that  made  the 
transportation  and  hospitalization  possible. 

I  imagine  as  time  goes  on,  and  these 
children,  who  have  had  their  vision  re- 
stored, make  a  success  in  life,  as  many  of 
them  will,  and  enjoy  the  majny  advantages 
of  sight,  that  this  kind  hearted  and  skill- 
ful Doctor,  the  good  Superintendent,  and 
the  many  Lions  of  West  Virginia  will  have 
that  feeling  of  happiness  and  contentment 
which  always  accompanies  the  memory  of 
having  had  a  vital  part  in  making  others 
happy. 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  to  reproduce  a 
part  of  a  speech  delivered  to  the  Lions 
Club  Convention  at  Parkersburg  last  May, 
and  for  that  reasojn  I  shall  not  discuss  the 
results  of  the  work  during  the  summer  of 
1931,  as  Mr.  DeBerry  tells  in  detail  of  that 
work,  however,  the  work  was  carried  on 
this  summer,  after  Mr.  DeBerry  made  his 
speech.  Two  more  received  normal  vision 
and  the  remainder  of  the  eight  children 
treated  received  wonderful  results. 

Mr.  DeBerry's  speech,  in  part,  follows: 

"*  *  *  *  In  face  of  the  fact  that  no  help  could 
be  expected  from  the  legislature  and  knowing  that 
available  funds  were  meager,  I  racked  my  mind 
for  some  other  solution.  The  Board  of  Control 
had  suggested  to  me  that  I  might  use  from  my 
appropriation  the  sum  of  $800.  This  sum  is  known 
as  the  Mollohan  Bequest.  This  is  a  sum  that  was 
left  by  will  to  this  Institution  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago.  It  was  originally  $1,000,  but  the  heirs 
at  law  went  into  court  in  an  effort  to  break  the 
will  and  the  Board  of  Control  employed  attorneys 
to  defend  the  case  as  it  affected  the  bequest  to  this 
Institution,  and  the  attorneys  won  the  case,  charg- 
ing $200  for  their  services,  which  left  the  sum 
of  $800  available  to  the  Institution.  This  amount 
has  been  carried  on  the  monthly  statements  ever 
since  I  came  back  to  the  Institution  nine  years 
ago,  and  has  never  been  expended,  and  the  position 
of  the  board  has  been  that  it  could  legally  be 
used  for  this  work  with  the  blind.  I  knew,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  be  very  inadequate  for  carry- 
ing out  the  work  to  any  worthwhile  extent,  and 
so  knowing  that  the  Lions  organizations  in  the 
various  states  stressed  work  with  and  for  the  blind 
as  one  of  their  major  activities,  I  took  the  matter 
up  with  the  local  Lions  Club  at  Romney,  of  which 
club  I  am  a  member.  It  met  with  prompt  and 
enthusiastic  support  by  the  local  club  and-  it  was 
decided  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  other  Lions 
Clubs  of  the  state,  and  ask  them  to  sponsor  the 
work.  In  order  to  get  the  matter  before  the  clubs, 
sufficient  copies  of  Dr.  Blaydes'  report  were  made 
to  supply  a  copy  to  each  one  of  the  clubs  and  a 
letter  was  formulated  to  go  with  the  report  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  handle  the  matter. 
When  the  State  Convention  was  held  in  Huntington 
June  16th  and  17th,  1932,  Lions  W.  S.  Dodrill  and 
C.  C.  Cerone,  members  of  the  local  club  were 
appointed  to  attend  the  convention  and  present 
the  case  to  theni.  When  the  matter  came  up  a 
motion  was  made  by  Lion  Dr.  David  I.  Little john 


that  the  organization  sponsor  the  work  of  trans- 
portation and  hospitalization  of  the  blind  students, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $3,000  be  raised  by  the  clubs 
for  the  work.  A  committee  was  appointed  on  the 
first  day  of  the  meeting  of  which  Lion  Dodrill 
was  chairman,  and  on  the  second  day  of  the  meet- 
ing the  committee  reported  recommending  that  the 
resolution  pass,  which  it  did  unanimously^  and  I 
felt  that  the  work  that  had  been  so  close  to  my 
heart  and  about  which  I  was  so  greatly  concerned 
could  be  carried  out. 

"In  fact  I  had  felt  so  sure  of  success  that  before 
the  meeting  in  Huntington  I  had  begun  the  work 
of  sending  the  children  to  Bluefield.  The  school 
closed  on  June  9th,  at  which  time  we  sent  all  of 
the  pupils  to  their  homes  except  four,  which  we 
held  at  the  school  until  the  11th  of  June,  and  on 
that  date  I  started  Lion  W.  S.  Dodrill  with  an 
automobile  taking  these  four  children  to  Bluefield, 
and  with  full  instructions  as  to  gathering  the  other 
children  and  delivering  them  to  Bluefield  and  trans- 
ferring them  to  their  homes  to  await  a  certain 
interval  between  the  operations,  and  the  work  kept 
up  until  all,  or  as  many  as  possible,  of  the  children 
should  have  been  operated  on.  Lion  Dodrill  kept 
at  this  work  all  through  the  summer  vacation 
months  until  the  reopening  of  school  on  September 
28th.  At  that  time  there  were  still  nine  of  the 
children  in  Bluefield  to  undergo  further  operations 
and  the  last  of  them  was  not  released  from  the 
hospital  until  some  time  in  October. 

Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  can  be 
gotten  from  the  fact  that  the  32  children  listed 
for  operation  lived  in  17  different  counties  of  the 
state  and  many  of  them  several  hundred  miles 
from  Bluefield.  In  doing  the  work  of  gathering 
and  delivering  these  children  to  and  from  their 
homes  to  the  hospital  and  back  again  Lion  Dodrill 
travelled  in  all  fully  20,000  miles.  In  many 
cases  he  had  to  go  quite  a  distance  from  the 
paved  highway  over  miserable  country  roads.  In 
some  places  the  automobile  could  not  be  taken  all 
of  the  way  and  he  had  to  walk  and  lead  the 
children  from  their  homes  to  a  point  where  they 
could  reach  the  automobile.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  no  other  man  in  West  Virginia  that  could  have 
accomplished  the  work  as  Lion  Dodrill  did  it. 

"Seven  of  the  children  have  received  normal 
vision  that  will  enable  them  to  attend  public  school 
at  their  homes  and  of  course  have  not  been 
brought  back  to  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Romney.  Dr.  Blaydes  assures  us  that  there  are 
four  or  five  more  of  the  children  who  with  addi- 
tional  operations  will  receive   normal  vision. 

"It  is  difficult  for  us  to  conceive  what  it  all 
means.  First,  it  means  a  great  economic  saving 
to  the  State.  These  children  without  this  re- 
storation to  sight  would  of  course  have  remain- 
ed as  pupils  in  the  school,  perhaps,  for  an  average 
of  five  years  each.  The  per  capita  cost  to  the 
state  of  pupils  in  the  School  for  the  Blind  is 
about  $400  per  year  for  each  pupil.  Seven 
pupils  at  $400  each  would  mean  $2800  for  one 
yeajr.  For  five  years  it  would  mean  $14,4,00. 
The  amount  of  that  sum  represents  the  saving 
to  the  State.  That  is  the  selfish,  economic  view. 
To  me  the  humanitarian  phase  is  the  one  that 
most  appeals.  Even  with  all  the  schooling  and 
training  that  we  could  give,  had  they  remained 
in  their  blind  state,  they  would  after  leaving 
school  be  greatly  handicapped'  in  their  struggle 
for  existence  and  in  some  cases  would  no  doubt 
be  a  burden  to  the  state  for  many  years. 
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"Now  that  they  have  been  given  normal  vision 
they  are  prepared  to  go  out  and  cope  with  their 
more  fortunate  brothers  and  sisters  in  all  the 
activities  of  life  and  have  a  chance  to  become 
happy,  independent,  self-supporting  citizens  of  the 
state.  Then  add  to  that  the  happiness  that  comes 
to  them. 

"It  has  not  been  my  privilege  to  see  many  of 
those  that  attained  normal  vision  because  most 
of  them  were  sent  direct  to  their  homes  from  the 
hospital.  One  case  that  I  was  able  to  see  was 
that  of  a  lad,  whose  home  is  in  Hampshire  County, 
only  about  a  dozen  miles  from  the  Institution. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  four  that  was  sent  to 
Bluefield,  and  since  the  distance  was  so  great  and 
he  the  only  one  from  this  section,  it  was  decided 
to  let  him  remain  in  the  hospital  until  the  several 
operations  had  been  performed  and  the  work  with 
him  completed.  On  an  evening  in  August  I 
received  a  telegram  from  Lion  Dodrill  asking 
that  the  boy  be  met  at  the  bus  station  in  Romney 
the  next  morning  as  he  was  starting  him  from 
Charleston  that  evening  by  bus.  It  happened  that 
at  that  time  we  had  half  a  dozen  blind  men  mak- 
ing brooms  at  the  shop  at  the  Institution  and  we 
were  giving  them  a  6:30  A.  M.  breakfast  that 
would  enable  them  to  go  to  work  at  seven  o'clock. 
I  had  the  boy  met  at  the  bus  that  arrived  about 
five  o'clock  and  had  him  brought  to  the  Institu- 
tion for  his  breakfast.  When  he  came  to  the 
table  I  spoke  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  could  see 
pretty  well.  His  face  was  radiant  and  he  said: 
"Yes,  I  can  see  just  as  well  as  anyone." 
Then  I  said  to  him  that  after  he  had  breakfast 
that  I  would  be  glad  to  have  a  taik  with  him  and 
he  asked  if  it  would  be  all  right  if  he  would  eat 
a  hurried  breakfast  and  go  down  street  and  see 
an  uncle  and  aunt  living  in  town  and  show  them 
how  well  he  could  see.  I  told  him  that  would  be 
all  right  and  that  I  would  see  him  after  he  came 
back.  About  8  o'clock  I  happened  to  be  on  the 
front  porch  when  he  came  back  and  I  gave  him  a 
seat  and  sat  down  beside  him  and  I  said: 

"Woodrow,  what  do  you  see  down  in  the 
lawn?"  and  he  said,  "I  see  the  trees  and  the 
flowers  and  three  little  birds  down  there."  I 
looked  and  saw  three  English  sparrows  about 
100  feet  away,  and  he  added,  "I  see  two  larger 
birds  down  near  the  gate."  I  looked  and  I 
saw  two  robins  about  200  feet  away. 

I  said,  '  'You  see  pretty  well,  don't  you, 
Woodrow?"  and  he  said,  "I  can  see  everything. 
Yesterday  I  saw  an  airplane  for  the  first  time." 

"I  had  heard  them  often,  but  of  course  never 
saw  them,"  and  he  added  "I  could  hear  the 
birds  sing,  but  I  never  saw  them  until  I  left 
the  hospital." 

He  then  told  me  that  he  had  never  seen  the 
Institution  until  that  morning,  although  he  had 
been  in  the  school  here  two  years  before  I  sent 
him  to  Bluefield. 

He  said,  "I  never  saw  you  until  this  morn- 
ing, although  I  have  talked  to  you  many  times." 
Then  he  pointed  out  the  stripes  in  his  clothing 
and  said  he  never  knew  until  after  the  operation 
the  kind  of  clothing  that  he  wore.    As  a  further 
proof  of  his  good  vision  he  suddenly  remarked 
that  he  saw  five  flies  on  the  top  step  and  when  I 
'  fooked  I  saw  that  he  was  correct  and  they  about 
16  feet  from  him.    In   short  he  was  about  the 
happiest  boy  that  I  have  ever  seen.    He  was  eager 
to  get  to  his  home  and  I  soon  found  an  opportunity 
to  send  him,  and  I  have  received  fine  expressions 
of  gratitude  and  appreciation  from  his  parents, 
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who  are  farmers  in  very  moderate  circumstances, 
and  not  even  yet  able  to  pay  for  the  glasses  fur- 
nished him.  He  attended  the  public  school  near 
his  home  this  yeary  and  Lion  Dodrill  drove  out  to 
visit  him  one  day  and  reported  that  he,  found  him 
rabbit  hunting,  it  being  Saturday,  when  there  was 
no  school. 

"To  my  mind  the  restoration  of  that  boy  is 
worth  all  that  it  has  cost  the  Lions  Clubs  for  all 
of  the  operations. 

"Dr.  Blaydes  has  told  you  or-  will  tell  you  about 
some  of  the  other  cases.  One  of  the  cases  that 
I  think  is  wonderful  is  that  of  a  young  woman 
who  had  graduated  in  June  before  she  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  for  operation,  and  while  she  was 
a  graduate  from  our  high  school,  after  her  sight 
was  restored  she  found  it  necessary  to  attend 
school  in  order  to  learn  to  read  print  and  to  read 
and  write  script.  Her  education  had  been  of  course 
with  the  use  of  the  Braille,  or  raised  type,  and 
she  knew  nothing  of  the  print  and  the  script  used 
by  sighted  people.  Dr.  Blaydes  is  interesting  him- 
self in  her  case  and  is  looking  after  her  education 
during  the  winter  and  spring,  where  she  is  learning 
to  master  the  art  of  writing  script  and  reading 
print  and  when  that  is  completed  she  will  perhaps 
enter  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  Bluefield  to  take  a 
three  years'  course  to  become  a  trained  nurse. 
Her  case  is  another  one  that  ia  worth  all  that  the 
work  has  cost.  She  comes  from  a  very  poor  home. 
Her  mother  is  a  blind  woman,  educated  in  the 
School  for  the  Blind  at  Romney.  Her  father  is 
very  poor  and  there  have  been  four  of  the  children 
in  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  Romney.  This  girl 
is  the  oldest  of  the  four.  A  sister  received  nor- 
mal vision  and  was  returned  to  her  home  from 
Bluefield.  A  brother  has  been  wonderfully  helped 
in  his  vision  and  is  in  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
but  with  additional  operations,  we  believe,  can  be 
given  practically  normal  vision.  In  addition  to 
the  seven  that  have  been  given  normal  vision  a 
number  of  others  have  been  helped  in  a  way  that 
seems  almost  miraculous  to  me.  They  have  been 
brought  back  to  the  school  to  pursue  their  work 
this  year,  but  if  arrangements  can  be  made  to  give 
further  operations  some  of  them  will  receive  vision 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  attend  public  school, 
while  others  will  no  doubt  receive  good  work  vision. 

"Twenty-seven  of  the  32  have  been  operated  on. 
There  were  other  cases  that  a  close  examination 
disclosed  conditions  that  made  necessary  extended 
treatment  before  an  operation  could  be  permit- 
ted. *  *  *  * 

"These  cases  Dr.  Blaydes  recommended  for  treat- 
ment and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  State 
Health  Department  to  have  the  treatment  given  at 
some  clinic  while  they  were  at  home  and  afer 
they  were  brought  back  to  the  school  in  September 
arrangements  were  made  to  have  the  treatment 
given  weekly  at  a  clinic  in  Keyser,  West  Virginia. 
We  have  each  week  been  delivering  eight  children 
to  this  clinic,  two  of  them  students  at  the  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  six  from  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
and  we  can  in  most  cases  see  marked  benefit  from 
the  treatment.  It  will  no  doubt  have  to  be  kept 
up  for  quite  a  while  yet  in  many  of  the  cases  and 
Mrs.  McDermit  of  the  State  Health  Department, 
who  has  that  branch  of  the  work  in  charge,  will 
no  doubt  make  arrangements  for  their  treatment 
during  the  time  that  they  are  at  home  on  vacation. 

"I  am  wondering  whether  members  of  the  Lions 
Clubs  of  the  State  fully  realize  what  a  splendid 
work  their  generosity  has  been  the  means  of  help- 
ing?   I  am  sure  that  it  is  difficult  to  fully  realize 
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just  all  that  it  has  meant.  Without  your  help  the 
work  would  not  have  been  possible.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  of  us  fully  realize  what  it  means 
to  be  released  from  a  world  of  darkness  to  a  world 
of  light.  Can  you  imagine  what  it  means  to  have 
never  seen  the  faces  of  your  friends,  not  even  the 
faces  of  your  father  and  mother,  of  brothers  and 
sisters;  to  have  depended  on  touch  and  the  other 
senses  remaining  to  you  for  your  knowledge  of 
things  about  you?  Can  you  realize  what  it  means 
after  a  night  in  darkness  to  awaken  and  get  up  to 
a  world  of  darkness  throughout  the  day,  to  not 
be  able  to  see  all  the  wonderful  beauties  revealed 
in  nature  all  around  you?  Such  hag  been  the  lot 
of  most  of  these  children  throughout  their  lives. 
You  by  your  fine  help  have  made  it  possible  for  the 
darkness  to  be  dissipated.  You  may  not  realize  it 
but  you  have  sponsored  and  helped  to  carry  out 
the  greatest  work  for  the  blind  that  has  ever  been 
undertaken  and  carried  out  in  any  state  in  the 
Union,  by  any  association  or  institution  doing  work 
for  the  blind.  Good  work  has  been  done  in  many 
sections  toward  conservation  of  vision  and  that  is 
a  fine  work,  but  nothing  so  extensive  for  the  re- 
storation of  vision  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  set 
on  foot  and  so  well  carried  out. 

"Some  time  ago,  Mr.  Lakin,  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Control  wrote  me  praising  the  work 
and  suggesting  that  I  prepare  an  article  for  the 
,  press  that  would  tell  the  story  of  what  has  been 
undertaken  and  accomplished  so  far.  He  suggest- 
ed that  the  story  be  given  a  wide  publication  be- 
cause he  believed  it  would  have  the  effect  of  stimu- 
lating such  work  with  the  blind  in  other  States. 
Something  of  what  has  been  done  has  already  been 
known  to  workers  for  the  blind  in  other  states  and 
I  am  sure  it  has  had  a  stimulating  effect  and  that 
more  and  more  efforts  are  being  made  to  do  some 
of  the  same  kind  of  work  that  .we  have  been  doing 
in  this  state.  I  believe  the  good  effects  will  be 
far  reaching.  For  one  thing  it  is  my  hope  that 
it  will  be  the  main  factor  in  enabling  us  to  get 
legislation  that  will  create  a  State  Association  for 
the  Blind  in  West  Virginia  and  lead  to  the  crea- 
tion of  other  agencies  that  will  work  for  the  help 
of  these  unfortunate,  handicapped  people  of  our 
state.  I  think  it  is  true  that  all  of  the  other  states, 
with  one  exception,  have  already  regularly  organ- 
ized commissions  for  the  blind  that  have  been  doing 
good  work  along  certain  lines,  but  in  no  case  can 
I  find  that  they  have  ever  undertaken  and  carried 
out  so  extensive  a  work  for  the  restoration  of 
sight,  as  has  been  done  here  during  the  past  year. 

"And  now  I  want  to  say,  and  to  emphasize  it, 
that  while  great  credit  belongs  to  the  Lions  Clubs 
of  the  State  and  much  credit  is  due  Lion  W.  S. 
Dodrill,  who  has  taken  such  an  active  part  and 
worked  so  hard  in  taking  these  children  to  and  fro 
between  their  homes  and  Bluefield,  that  after  all 
the  supreme  credit  belongs  to  Dr.  J.  E,.  Blaydes, 
for  without  him  the  work  would  not  have  been 
accomplished.  He  not  only  came  to  Romney,  all 
the  way  from  Bluefield  in  December,  1930,  and 
made  the  examination  of  the  pupils,  but  he  refused 
to  take  any  compensation  for  his  time  or  even  for 
the  expense  of  travel,  and  then  he  did  a  wonderful 
thing  when  he  made  the  offer  to  perform  all  of  the 
operations  free  of  charge.  I  know  beyond  a  doubt 
that  had  even  the  most  nominal  charge  usually  made 
by  surgeons  been  made  by  him  for  all  of  the  opera- 
tions and  the  work  that  he  did  it  would  have 
amounted  to  several  times  the  amount  contributed 
by  the  Lions  organizations.  He  has  made  the  most 
magnificient  contribution  to  the  work  made  by 


anyone.  A  newspaper  of  the  State  commenting 
editorially  on  his  work  spoke  of  it  as  a  "Monu- 
mental Contribution."  I  think  the  word  "Monu- 
mental" was  a  good  one  for  it  surely  is  a 
monument  to  his  goodness  of  heart  in  contribut- 
ing free  of  charge  his  time  and  his  wonderful 
skill  to  the  work.     *****  *» 

 0  

Deaf  Founders  of  Schools 

The  editor  of  the  DeafrMutes'  Journal 
made  out  a  list  of  seventeen  deaf  persons  who 
founded  schools  for  the  deaf  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  several 
more  whom  he  has  overlooked,  among  them 
are  T.  H.  Coleman,  founder  of  the  Florida 
School;  W.  H.  French,  of  the  Nebraska 
School;  Ellsworth  Long,  of  the  Oklahoma 
School;  Mr.  Gary,  of  the  Cleveland  Day 
School ;  several  small  day  and  private  schools 
were  started  and  conducted  by  deaf  persons 
for  a  year  or  so  and  then  abandoned.  The 
memory  of  their  founders  was  forgotten 
and  unsung. — S  / 
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PACKAGE  LIST — To  October  18 
Deaf  Boys 

Bailey,  Ezra|  Bias,  Hugh;  Bunner,  Blaine;  Cain, 
Billy  2;  Corbett;  Farrell;  Croft,  Eric;  DeMoss,  For- 
rest; Devericks,  Allison  ; -Fernandez,  Aurelio;  Gil- 
breath,  Elbert;  Haught,  Gordon;  Lambert,  Oscar; 
Leach,  Samuel  D.  2;  Lineberry,  Herman  3;  Marsh, 
Charles  2;  Marquis,  Billy  2;  Mitchell,  H.  P.  2; 
Montgomery,  John;  Oney,  Junior;  Rieser,  Franklin; 
Simmons,  Larry;  Smith,  William;  White,  Bob  3; 
Whitmer,  Luther;  Worley,  Kenneth;  Ballard,  Dick; 
Shewart,  Janys;  McGee,  Donald;  Ringer,  Billy; 
White,  Lerman. 

Deaf  Girls 

Andreas,  Rosena  2;  Bagar,  Irene;  Bailey,  Elsie; 
Baldwin,  Frances;  Evans,  Beryl  2;  Evans,  Mar- 
garet 2;  Fisher,  Nita;  Gump,  Verta;  Hall,  Anne; 
Hickel,  Eloise  2;  Hilghman,  Peggy;  Hill,  Irene; 
Lambert,  Anna  May;  Lilly,  Reba  2;  Lynch,  Myrtle 
2;  McFerrin,  Alma;  Mcintosh,  Pat;  O'Farrell, 
Gladys;  Oney,  Jannetta;  Oney,  Juanita;  Poling, 
Helen  2;  Ratcliff,  Luella;  Shirey,  Nora  Lee  2; 
Shouman,  Marie  2;  Slimick,  Helen  2;  Small,  Eula; 
Smith,  Joan  2;  Stubbins,  Mary;  Talbot,  Esther; 
Treadway,  Viola  3;  Davis,  Jeanette  2;  Saunders, 
Teneva  2. 

Blind  Boys 

Adkins,  Vincent;  Dillon,  Joe;  Henthorn,  Charles; 
Kennen,  Richard;  Reed,  Okey;  Smith,  Lawrence; 
Weaver,  Bertzel;  Adkins,  Emory;  Frye,  Billy;  Bo- 
line,  Clifford.  \ 

\        Blind  Girls 

Brown,  Lila;\  Canacari,  Antoinette  2;  Deane, 
Arlice;  Grimmett,  Eloise;  Gwinn,  Orbie;  Keifer, 
Gertude;  Lucas,  \Lelia;  Reed,  Mary  Frances; 
Thomas,  Lelahj  Schaub,  JDojrQthy.a;  Beyer,  Blanche 
2;  Vickers,  Lena  Mae\3;  Lovejoy,  Anna  Marie. 


THE  WEST  VIRGINIA  TABLET 


INDUSTRIES  ■ 
Newark  14,  N.J.  •  Cos  Angeles  25,  Calif. I 
Toronto  2B,  Ontario  Made  in  U  S.  A  I 


